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MAYOR EMANUEL ANNOUNCES NEW PUBLIC ART IN ALL 50 WARDS AS PART OF THE 

YEAR OF PUBLIC ART 
The 50x50 Neighborhood Arts Project represents a $1 million investment in artist-led 

community projects in Chicago 
 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Mark Kelly, Commissioner of the Department of Cultural Affairs 
and Special Events (DCASE), joined aldermen and cultural leaders today at the National 
Museum of Mexican Art to announce the artists participating in the 50x50 Neighborhood 
Arts Project. The City of Chicago has commissioned dozens of local artists to create new 
sculptures, murals and other public artworks in all 50 wards this summer and fall—
representing a $1 million investment in artist-led community projects. 50x50 is part of the 
Year of Public Art, a citywide initiative involving DCASE, the Department of Transportation, 
Chicago Park District, Chicago Public Library, Chicago Transit Authority and other 
departments to bring more art into public spaces. 
 
“The Year of Public Art is a celebration of the lasting contributions the arts make to 
communities across Chicago” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “In every neighborhood in 
Chicago there are talented artists, working across all mediums, who can add to the cultural 
fabric of their communities. The 50x50 Neighborhood Arts Project is a $1 million 
investment in Chicago's neighborhoods, building on Chicago's legacy of public art and 
enabling local artists to share their work with the world." 
 
Additionally, DCASE, in collaboration with the Department of Family and Support Services, 
have also set aside opportunities for a Public Art Youth Corps paid internship program as 
part of One Summer Chicago. New in 2017, youth and young adults are being matched with 
community organizations to work on public art projects in neighborhoods across the city.  
 
“The 50x50 Neighborhood Arts Project was initiated to enhance the quality of life 
throughout Chicago—and to celebrate the legacy and future of Chicago’s public art,” said 
DCASE Commissioner Mark Kelly. “Every neighborhood has talented painters, 
photographers and sculptors whose work could brighten and enhance our City—and 
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funding from both the Mayor and our Aldermen will make that possible this year, the Year 
of Public Art.” 
 
Participating 50x50 Neighborhood Arts Project artists (and groups of artists)—selected by 
participating aldermen and the communities they serve—include: 
 

 John Adduci – Ald. Brendan Reilly (42nd) 
 Ruben Aguirre – Ald. Michelle Smith (43rd) 
 Olusola Akintunde – Ald. Pat Dowell (3rd) 
 Sandra Antongiorgi, Andy Bellomo and Sam Kirk (Team) – Ald. Tom Tunney (44th) 
 Archi-treasures – Ald. Sophia King (4th), Ald. Debra Silverstein (50th) 
 Jim Bachor – Ald. Michelle Harris (8th) 
 Rahmaan “Statik” Barnes – Ald. Anthony Beale (9th), Ald. Howard Brookins (21st) 
 Nicole Beck – Ald. Jason Ervin (28th)  
 Steven Carrelli – Ald. Michelle Smith (43rd) 
 Chicago Mosaic School – Ald. Derrick Curtis (18th)   
 Dorrell Creightney Photography – Ald. Emma Mitts (37th) 
 Erik Debat – Ald. Brian Hopkins (2nd) 
 Miguel Del Real – Ald. Proco Joe Moreno (1st) 
 Mitchell Egly – Ald. Anthony Napolitano (41st)             
 Annette Elliot – Ald. Michelle Smith (43rd) 
 El Paseo Community Garden with Eric J. Garcia, Katia Perez and Diana Solis– Ald. 

Daniel Solis (25th)                 
 Green Star Movement – Ald. Willie Cochran (20th), Ald. Patrick O'Connor (40th). Ald. Tom 

Tunney (44th) 
 Industry of the Ordinary – Ald. Emma Mitts (37th) 
 Bryant Jones – Ald. David Moore (17th), Ald. Milly Santiago (31st)      
 Sam Kirk – Ald. Carlos Ramirez-Rosa (35th) 
 BJ Krivanek – Ald. Margaret Laurino (39th) 
 Davis McCarty – Ald. Matt O’Shea (19th), Ald. Joseph A. Moore (49th)               
 Erica Mott – Ald. Patrick Daley Thompson (11th)        
 Port Ministries – Ald. Raymond Lopez (15th), Ald. Willie Cochran (20th) 
 Northwest Arts Connection – Ald. Ariel Reboyras (30th) 
 Erik Peterson – Ald. Harry Osterman (48th) 
 Cheryl Pope – Ald. Harry Osterman (48th) 
 School of the Art Institute of Chicago – Ald. Michael Scott (24th) 
 SkyArt with Jeff Zimmerman – Ald. Susan Garza (10th) 
 Allison Svoboda – Ald. Ameya Pawar (47th) 
 Territory – Ald. Deb Mell (33rd) 
 Amanda Williams – Ald. Walter Burnett (27th) 
 Bernard Williams – Ald. John Arena (45th) 
 Yollocalli Arts Reach – Ald. Ricardo Munoz (22nd) 

 



 

 

 

 

New artworks completed as part of the 50x50 and Public Art Youth Corps initiatives will be 
dedicated—and Chicago’s iconic artworks will be highlighted—at a citywide Public Art 
Festival from October 1-31, including a series of neighborhood programs and events. 
 
Managed by DCASE, the 50x50 initiative was inspired by Chicago’s 50 wards and the 50th 
anniversary of two seminal public artworks: the Picasso in Daley Plaza and the Wall of 
Respect which once stood at 43rd Street and Langley Avenue on the South Side.  
 
The Year of Public Art is guided by the Mayor’s Chicago Cultural Plan, a citywide vision for 
art and culture that has incorporated public art into projects at many City departments. 
There are several upcoming free installations, exhibits and events that will continue 
throughout the year. These range from installations on the Chicago Riverwalk this summer, 
to Flying Creatures created by Chicago Public Library YOUmedia teens installed in the fall, 
to the addition of 15 new Cultural Center Sculptures at each of the Chicago Park District 
Cultural Centers this winter. CTA will partner with DCASE to install illuminated light boxes 
later this year at select rail stations. This will expand on CTA’s current collection of public 
art, which has nearly doubled under the Mayor’s leadership and now includes more than 
60 mosaics, art glass and sculptures on all eight rail lines. For more details, please visit 
cityofchicago.org/yopa.  
 
The Chicago Public Art Collection includes more than 500 works of art exhibited in over 
150 municipal facilities around the city, such as police stations, libraries, and CTA stations. 
The Collection provides the citizens of Chicago with an improved public environment and 
enhances city buildings and spaces with quality works of art by professional artists. DCASE 
also administers the City’s Percent-for-Art Ordinance established in 1978, which stipulates 
that 1.33% of the cost of constructing or renovating public buildings will be used for public 
art. 
 
Grant support for the Year of Public Art is provided by Allstate Insurance Company and 
Terra Foundation for American Art. 
 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events 
The Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE) is dedicated to enriching 
Chicago’s artistic vitality and cultural vibrancy. This includes fostering the development of 
Chicago’s non-profit arts sector, independent working artists and for-profit arts businesses; 
providing a framework to guide the City’s future cultural and economic growth, via the 
2012 Chicago Cultural Plan; marketing the City’s cultural assets to a worldwide audience; 
and presenting high-quality, free and affordable cultural programs for residents and 
visitors. For more information, visit cityofchicago.org/dcase. 
  
 

 

 


